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1. 411 crude oil exported from Albania leaves the country through the port
of Vlone. Three crude oil storage tanks, of concrete constructicn and
sunk three-quarters underground, are located on the northerm shore of
Vione Bay. These taniis have a tobal capacity of 0,000 tons and have
two underground and underwater pipes leading to a narrow concrete vharf
in the bay used to moor oil tankers. The depth of the water at this
whar! at low tide is approximately 20 fect.
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2. Crude oil is brought to these storage tanks via a pipe line from the
0il wells in fucove located about 30 kilometers toward the interior.
A second pipe line was reported being constructed to Vlene from the
wells at Patos but little progress was being made because of the lack
of pipe, welding equipment and technical knowledge. As of December 1942
production was about 300 tons of crude oil a day, but with the completion
of the second pipe line it is claimed that production will be stepped
up to exceed 700 tons daily,

3o  All refined petrolecum products entering Albania arrive at the port of
Durres where therc are said to be adequate pipe and storage tank instal-
lations. A small refinery opcrated for domestic conswmption is located
near Tirana., A1l high octane aviation gasoline is imported from the
Soviet Union in 55 gallon drums. Speeial airplane lubricants are also
imported from the Soviet Unione.

L. oot technicisns employed in the petroleum industry are either Albanla.n,
or Italian and Greek nationals., Ixports and imports are handled entirely
by the Albanian Government Office of lxports and Importu (sic)s Soviet
control of the petroleum industry is maintained in Tirana by TORGPREDSIVO
and SOJUSIHEPT,

5.  The following shipmonts of Albanian crude oil, which werc handled by
SOVFRACHT, were made to Batum from early fall of 1940 through December 19493

2 trips by the 10,000-ton Soviet tanker STALIN
6 trips by the 5,000-ton Panamanian tanker BL SLGUIIDO
5 trips by the 5,000-ton Italian tanker TAIGETE (sic)
12 trips by the 6 SOO-ton Italian ta.nl:sr RIGI!I
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In Yobruary anc -.arch 1250 the Ttalion tanler I0I0I00 made two or thrce
trips Letween Viene and catul. In carly [eorch 1750 it was amnounced that
all Italian ships werc Leing withdravm from this service. At this sanc
tine it was runored that SCVIDNLCID was trying to charter tanlers under
the lPenananian and Swiss {lags.
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